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CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 0904 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, UNHRC, US, Cl 
SUBJECT: CALL ON PRESIDENT PINOCHET 

REF: A) SANTIAGO 745, B) STATE 21202, C) STATE 24117 

1 . SUMMARY: PRESIDENT PINOCHET FEB 2 SUMMONED TO HIS VINA 
DEL MAR SUMMER RESIDENCE VISITING STATE DEPARTMENT BOLIVIA/ 
CHILE COUNTRY DIRECTOR FIMBRES. POLCOUNS ACCOMPANIED. 

PINOCHET’S PERFORMANCE WAS EXTRAORDINARY DURING HOUR AND 
HALF OF CONVERSATION AND TEA. HE WENT FROM EXPECTED TOUGH 
INTERROGATORY POSE ON US POSITION AT GENEVA UNHRC MEETING 
AND DEPLORED PAST US VOTES IN UN AND OAS, TO COMRADELY 
BONHOMIE OVER THE PASTRY. CHILEAN CONCERN OVER GENEVA MEETING 
WAS REFLECTED IN THAT FONMIN CARVAJAL WILL LEAVE FOR GENEVA THIS 
WEEK, PASSING THROUGH WASHINGTON ON HIS RETURN. PINOCHET 
REAFFIRMED THAT HE WILL NOT LET ALLANA STUDY GROUP OF UNHRC 
ENTER CHILE, ALTHOUGH HE REITERATED HE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
ACCEPT ANYONE WHO COMES WITHOUT PRIOR PUBLICITY. HE CHIDED 

THE EMBASSY AS FOR PARTIALITY TO THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND 
EX-PRESIDENT FREI, BUT APPEARED SOMEWHAT MORE OPEN AND FLEXIBLE 
THAN USUAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. GENEVA UNHRC MEETING: PINOCHET BEGAN SESSION WITH DIRECT 
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INTERROGATION ON USG POSITION TO BE ASSUMED ON CHILE AT 
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CURRENT GENEVA MEETING ON UNHRC. HE WAS EVIDENTLY REACTING 
TO EXPOSITION OF US POSITION, AND SUGGESTION THAT SLATE COULD 
BE CLEANED ONLY BY ALLOWING ALLANA WORKING GROUP IN, MADE 
BY AMBASSADOR POPPER UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO FONMIN DIRECTOR 
GENERAL ILLANES LAST WEEK (REFS A AND B). PINOCHET, WITH 
CARVAJAL BEHIND HIM, WAS CONCERNED LESS US POSITION WAS ALREADY 
FROZEN. VOTE AGAINST GOC WOULD INFLUENCE OTHERS, SINCE NO 
ONE WANTS TO BE THE RIGHT OF THE USG AND RESOLUTION AGAINST 
GOC IN GENEVA WOULD STRENGTHEN CAMPAIGN AGAINST CHILE. THE 
APPROACH PARALLELED THAT OF AMBASSAODRS DIEZ AND TRUCCO TO 
AMBASSADOR HEWSON RYAN (REF C). PINOCHET SAID HE COULD NOT 
UNDERSTAND WHAT HAD BROUGHT USG TO CURRENT IMPASSE WITH 
CHILE, AND WHY CHILE - SUCH A FRIEND OF THE US - SHOULD 
BE SINGLED OUT AS IT IS. 

3. FIMBRES SAID US POSITION IS NOT INFLEXIBLE AND THAT AMONG 
OTHER THINGS US VOTE WOULD DEPEND ON TEXT OF RESOLUTION PRE- 
SENTED. HE HOPED THAT WITH RESPECT TO NEW GOC DECREE INTENDED 
TO PROTECT DETAINEES AGAINST TORTURE (SANTIAGO 0756) GOC WOULD 
MAKE FULL EXPLANATION ASSURING THAT DEFICIENCIES IN DECREE 1009 
WOULD BE OVERCOME. PINOCHET STRESSED DECREE WAS INTENDED TO 
REGULATE DECREE 1009 MORE CLOSELY. HE ALSO INSISTED NEW DECREE 
WAS WHOLLY CHILEAN IN CONCEPT AND IN NO WAY REFLECTED 
OUTSIDE PRESSURE. 

4. PINOCHET REACTED SHARPLY WITH FAMILIAR WORDS AGAINST 
ALLEGED PREJUDICES OF ALLANA, ASSERTED THAT HE HAD BEEN RIGHT 
TO PREVENT ALLANA GROUP'S VISIT TO CHILE, AND THAT GROUP 
WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO COME TO CHILE. HE SAID VISITORS WOULD 
BE WELCOMED AND COULD SEE EVERYTING. IF THEY ARRIVED WITHOUT 
PRIOR PUBLICITY, SO THAT OPPOSITION FORCES WOULD HAVE NO TIME 
TO SET UP ANTI-GOC STORIES. PINOCHET ALSO REACTED AGAINST 

WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS INTIMATION THAT NEW DECREE WAS THE RESULT 
OF FOREIGN PRESSURE: HE SAID IT HAD BEEN STRICTLY SOVEREIGN 
DECISION OF GOC'S FREE WILL. HE ADDED THAT IT WILL BE STRICTLY 
APPLIED; GOC WILL COME DOWN HARD AGAINST ANY TRANSGRESSORS. 

IN FACT, HE CLAIMED THREE PERSONS HAD BEEN FOUND ABUSING 
DETAINEES SO FAR THIS YEAR, AND THEY WOULD BE SEVERELY 
PUNISHED. PINOCHET ALSO RECALLED THAT TORTURE WAS NOTHING 
NEW IN CHILE: CIVIL POLICE HAD ALWAYS BEEN TOUGH WITH 
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CRIMINALS. FIMBRES RECALLED US POSITION AT LAST OASGA AND 
ASSERTED PINOCHET ACTION ON WORKING GROUP HAD CUT THE GROUND 
FROM UNDER US. ACCORDINGLY, US ACCOMMODATION WAS MORE 
DIFFICULT NOW. 

5. CARVAJAL TO GENEVA: IN A FURTHER INDICATION OF CONCERN 
OVER THE OUTCOME OF THE GENEVA MEETING, CARVAJAL SAID HE 
WOULD BE LEAVING FOR GENEVA LATER IN THE WEEK, VIA NEW YORK, 
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AND WOULD PASS THROUGH WASHINGTON FOR TALKS NEXT WEEK ON 
HIS RETURN. HIS PLANS ARE BEING HELD TIGHTLY. HE HOPED 
HE COULD TIME VISIT TO WASHINGTON TO COINCIDE WITH EXPECTED 
APPOINTMENT OF TRUCCO WITH THE SECRETARY. 

6. WORLD BANK AND PDC: FOR OPENERS, PINOCHET SPOKE STRONGLY 
AGAINST THE WAY THE WORLD BANK WAS HANDLING THE CHILEAN 
LOAN REQUEST, AND AGAINST THE CHILEAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS. 

HE SAID HE WAS AWARE THE EMBASSY KEEPS IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH 
THE PDC. HE ALSO ATTACKED EX-PRESIDENT FRETS CRITICISM OF THE 
GOC, AND WARNED THE USG AGAINST TRYING TO FORCE ON CHILE 

A RETURN TO PARTY GOVERNMENT. HE SAID FORCEFULLY THAT HE 
HAD CUT OFF DISCUSSIONS OF THE FREI DOCUMENT. 

7. OASGA AND FOREIGN REPORTERS: PINOCHET SAID ALL FOREIGN 
REPORTERS WOULD BE ALLOWED IN TO COVER THE OASGA. HE HEDGED 
A BIT WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE "WASHINGTON POST'S" JOANNE OMANG, 
RECOUNTING THE FAMILIAR STORY OF HER SUPPOSED BAD FAITH IN 
INTERVIEWING HIM LAST YEAR. BUT HE LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT 
SHE WOULD BE ADMITTED. 

8. PINOCHET RELAXED SOMEWHAT AFTER HIS INTIAL OUTBURST BUT 
RETURNED AGAIN TO HIS THEME OF US ABANDONMENT. HE WARMED TO 
MEMORIES OF AMERICAN MILITARY AND CIVILIAN FRIENDS, AND HIS 
HARSHNESS TOWARD THE USG REFLECTED SORROW THAT THE US HAD 
TAKEN AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE PATH. THERE WAS LITTLE SAID ABOUT 
A WEAKENING US VIS-A-VIS COMMUNISM-RATHER A SENSE THAT THE 
US HAD ABANDONED ITS OLD FRIENDS. BUT THERE WERE VERY STRONG 
WORDS DESCRIBING SENATOR KENNEDY. 

9. FIMBRES REPLIED NONPOLEMICALLY, UNDERLINING THE CONSIDERABLE 
AMOUNT OF US COOPERATION MADE AVAILABLE TO CHILE, AND 
ACCENTING WHEN POSSIBLE WHAT THE USG EXPECTS OF THE GOC. 
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10. DESPITE HIS STRONG VIEWS, THE IMPRESSION WAS OF A 
PRESIDENT WITH A HEALTHY REGARD FOR US POWER AND A RESERVOIR 
OF GOOD WILL STILL REMAINING FOR THE US AND ITS GOVERNMENT. 

THE NEW DECREE AND THE RELEASE OF THE ASYLEE-TERRORISTS 
(MIRISTAS) SEEMED INTENDED TO PLACATE THE US AND OTHER 
DEMOCRATIC CRITICS. PINOCHET DID NOT APPEAR INTERESTED IN 
FIMBRES' EXPOSITION OF WHAT THE US IS DOING FOR CHILE 
ECONOMICALLY AND MILITARILY; HE WAS NOT EVEN AWARE OF DETAILS. 
HIS CONCERN SEEMED MORE DIRECTED AT THE LACK OF APPROVAL, THE 
PSYCHIC PAT ON THE BACK, AND CONTINUED APPRECIATION WHICH 

HE SEES AS NOT FORTHCOMING FROM THE US. 

11. THE EMBASSY TAKES WITH SOME SKEPTICISM PINOCHET'S 
ASSERTION THAT ANYONE COULD INSPECT CHILE WHO COMES WITHOUT 
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PUBLICITY. THE QUALIFICATION, IF NOTHING ELSE, PROBABLY MAKES 
THE OFFER A NON-STARTER. 

POPPER 
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